
BMP 078 - Use Oil Containment Booms 

 
 
 
Description of Potential Pollutant and Source:  Maintenance of ships occurs in wet dock; 
maintenance may include painting, refueling, and scrubbing, all of which generate potential 
pollutants which may become exposed to storm water and transported to receiving waters. 
 
Description of BMP:  Oil containment booms are designed to contain hydrocarbons that may be 
exposed to storm water during a ship's stay at a shipyard.  Booms enable efficient cleanup of 
hydrocarbons.  An oil containment boom is a barrier composed of a chain of floatable logs, which 
repel water and absorb oil and fuel. 
 
Application Guidance:  Oil containment booms will be placed around ships under repair, prior to 
storms, while they are berthed at the shipyard. 
 
Training:  Personnel who deploy the booms will be properly trained in the use of oil containment 
berms. 
 
Effectiveness and Cost:  Oil containment booms are a moderately effective, moderate-cost BMP. 
 
Limitations:  None 
 


